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Hybrid's expansion great news for state

Here's a story the national news media won't be clamoring to get. But they should.

The story is Hybrid Plastics' $2.3 million, 15,000-square-foot expansion of its Hattiesburg plant in the Hattiesburg-Forrest County
Industrial Park.

The company, which moved from California to Hattiesburg in 2004, is in the forefront of nanotechnology, which,
simply put, develops materials at the atomic and molecular level.

Hybrid Plastics' unique product is POSS - Polyhedral Oligomeric Silsesquioxane - a silicon-based molecule measured in
nanometers - or billionths of a meter. The company holds the patent to the product and manufactures it only in Hattiesburg.

"Everyone across the world is buying POSS - a technology made here in Mississippi and it can't be made anywhere else in the
world," Hybrid president and co-founder Joe Lichtenhan said. "That's going to guarantee us a place in global technology."

The product's applications include arterial stents, fiber optic light generators, radiation shields or aerospace applications.

Hybrid is also building an additional $2.8 million expansion so it can produce up to 500 tons a year of a lower purity product that
can be used in less sensitive applications.

Credit is due to former University of Southern Mississippi president Shelby Thames who aggressively marketed USM's polymer
science program. It was also under his watch that the university began plans for the Innovation and Commercialization Park along
Classic Drive. The park will soon allow entrepreneurs to start businesses such as Hybrid.

While the news that Hybrid Plastics is expanding is great, the fact is that it's not likely to get much attention beyond South
Mississippi. Few people in other parts of the country will ever know anything about the company. Mississippi? Isn't that the third-
world state that's at the top or the bottom of every statistical list?

Nanotechnology? Surely not in Mississippi.

But it's true. These are the types of jobs that Mississippi needs to encourage. And to do that, it takes leaders with vision. And it
takes a strong education system, from kindergarten through grade 12 and beyond.
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There is much information the article doesn't provide. Who put up the money
for the plant and who is paying for the expansion? I heard that most of the
"Innovation and Commercialization Park" is Federal "pork". Is this related to
that pork? Also the article doesn't say what companies buy the product. Is it
just product speculation or are there clients with contracts to purchase the
products?

Posted by: Skeptic on Thu Oct 11, 2007 11:34 am

Why would the national media care? It's a small facility, even if it is a high-
tech field. If IBM or Boeing decided to move their headquarters to
Hattiesburg, then THAT might get some national attention. 

I think people here are so paranoid about Mississippi's image that they create
a self-fulfilling prophecy. The article itself sounds surprised that the plant is
even here. Isn't that the very reaction you're speaking out against? Because
we have mroe going on in Mississipi than people think, right?

Posted by: ahugh81 on Thu Oct 11, 2007 11:01 am
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